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A Diachronic Approach to Classes 10 and 11 in Bantu
With Special Reference to North-Western Languages

Claire Grégoire
Royal Museum for Central Africa - University of Brussels

1. Introduction

1.1. Some Bantu languages of zone B and zone C have a class 11 noun prefix
whose vowel cannot be a regular reflex of the second degree rounded vowel which
has been reconstructed in Proto-Bantu for this noun prefix and for its augment.
Meeussen (1967) reconstructs *d4-d - as the prefixal sequence for this class.
Interestingly, in the languages in question, the vowel of the class 11 noun prefix is
i, e, ¢, @ Or a, the consonant of the prefix being however a normal reflex of *d.
Languages which exhibit this phenomenon are found in the area along the borders
of Gabon, Congo-Brazzaville and Zaire and belong to the subgroups B20, B50,
B70, B80, C20, and C80 of Guthrie’s classification. The class 11 noun prefix is in
fact of the type:

Ca - in Kele, Ngom N, Ngom S, Mbagwe (B20), Mbuun (B80), Bushong (C80)
Ci - in Wumvu, Seki (B20), Duma (B50), Yaa, Fumu (B70),Ngongo, Tsong (B80)
Ce- in Ndasa N, Mahongwe (B20), Mbaama (B60), Koyo, Mboshi (C20)

Ce - in Sake (B20), Laale (B70)

Cae - in Nzebi (B50)

Depending on the noun considered, the prefix is 1i- or le- in Sigu (B20), and
le-, la—, or 1i- in Ndasa S (B20). Furthermore, it is interesting to notice that
Lwel (B80) has 1u-, le—, or 1a—, whereas Yans (B80) has lo— or le-as a
class 11 noun prefix, depending on the dialect considered. The same situation can
be observed in a variant of Teke spoken in Gabon,where, according to Fontaney
(1984), the alternation betweentheclass 11 noun prefixes 1a— and le- is also due to
dialectal variation.

The preceding list calls for a remark: it may be difficult to distinguish a noun
prefix of class 11 1i—, 1e—-, 1s - from a noun prefix of class 5, and it is true that
both prefixes have merged in a number of languages. Therefore the list contains
only languages in which the two prefixes are formally distinct or languages which,
even though they have merged the two prefixes, have kept the pairings 5~11, 6 and
5~11, 10. The existence of the pairing 5~11, 10 precisely seems to show that the
evolution entailed a formal confusion of the two classes rather than a substitution of
class 11 by class 5 or a substitution of the pairing 11, 10 by the pairing 5, 6. In
order to allow the reader to observe the aberrant class 11 prefixes, a few illustrative
examples are given below:

B20 Kele basayi sGyi  hair cl.5 re-
Mahongwe 1éhivé mahuvé hair clL5 i-
B50 Nzebi land:nga nd:nga hair clL5 1e-
B70 Fumu likwi nkwi  firewood cl.5 1i-
Laale lelimé plimé language cl.5 o-
B80 Yans a. lekay nkay leaf clL5 ti-/i-
b. lokay nkay according to dialects

The map on next page shows where the different forms are localized.



v

.
Vheassaddadansdasanttihany, rabes

wxosi 004

w N Eeuz.%
—3) dN 11D “. ﬂu mduoyew [EP————
B | o ",
SN B | S tamasgas .J )
o | : P
-oawuw FEG i 0 9 N 0D " .
i X o . o I ! -
*xijaad unou [y SSE[ 3Y) Ul S[AMOA JUBIIQY

I 431V Z

<,
)

saa »
> asarare

.

< N O 4




23

1.2. A comparative study should establish the causes of the observed vocalic
mutations in the class 11 noun prefix. Apart from the developments which occurred
later and probably determined the occurrence of vowels such as s and ¢, these
mutations do not seem to be due to mere phonological change. Firstly, they did not
affect all noun prefixes of the type Co-, Cu-. They sometimes appear in the noun
prefix of class 13 (< *té-) for which the forms ta- or t i - are found and, more
rarely, in the locative noun prefix of class 17 (< *k&-) for which the form ka—- is
found; but, in all the languages investigated, the class 1 and 3 prefixes
(< *md-), or the prefix of class 14 (< *b4é-) have kept a rounded vowel. Secondly,
it is important to note that generally in the languages in question, the reflexes of the
protovowel *o seem to be normal.

A full understanding of the mechanisms which have brought about the
aberrant forms of class 11 noun prefix presupposes, without doubt, a thorough
diachronic study of the various languages where these forms appear, and in
particular a good knowledge of the phonological reflexes which characterize them
as well as a good knowledge of the evolution undergone by their class systems.
Such a study is being carried out but has not yet reached final results. However, a
reconsideration of the restructurings characterizing the pairings 9, 10 and 11, 10 in
certain Bantu zones allows the formulation of interesting hypotheses concerning the
appearance of divergent vowels in class 11 noun prefix. The consequent tentative
hypotheses are formulated hereunder, following a close study of the evolution of
the pairings 9, 10 and 11, 10 in some particular languages.

2. The pairings 9, 10 and 11, 10

2.1. First, it should be remembered that the prefixal sequences comprising the
noun prefix and its augment are reconstructed as * j é—n- for class 9 and *d { —1i—
for class 10. These reconstructions are those proposed by Meeussen (1967) except
for class 10 whose augment had been reconstructed as *ji- at that time. The
author judged later that a reconstruction *d i - for this morpheme was more correct.
We adopt this reconstruction, even if Meeussen did not defend it in any publication.

2.2. It is probably useful to reiterate some obvious facts concerning the
morphemes in question. According to Meeussen, the reconstruction * j & - for the
class 9 augment could easily be replaced by *&-, making class 9 distinct not only
by the structure of its noun prefix but by its vocalic augment as well. The
homophony of class 9 and 10 noun prefixes is entirely exceptional in Bantu within
a singular / plural pairing.

In many current Bantu languages which have lost the augment, class 9 and 10
nouns are formally identical; the singular is no longer different from the plural. This
homophony seems to be easily accepted by a number of linguistic systems, all the
more as the singular / plural opposition can be maintained in the concords which
frequently are differentiated by segments and / or by tones. The formal confusion of
class 9 and 10 nouns can also occur in languages where the augment has generally
become vocalic and where the shift from 7 to 5 vowels has merged in i - the second
degree vowel which characterized the class 9 augment and the first degree vowel
which characterized the class 10 augment. However, many systems disseminated in
various zones have kept a formal distinction between corresponding singular class 9
nouns and plural class 10 nouns.



A few languages, even though they have acquired a vocalic augment in class
10, have retained the aperture difference inherent to the vowels of the two
augments. The result is, for example:

C30 Doko 9,10 éngtld ingald pig
émblidu imbddu bird
ékékémbe ikékémbé  sparrowhawk
Some languages have a vocalic augment in class 9 but a CV- augment in class 10,
asin:
P20 Mabiha 9,10 indimbe dindimbe  antelope (sp.)

Other languages, though they have on the whole lost the augments, have nonetheless
maintained the CV- augment in class 10 whose only function is to oppose formally
the plural of class 10 to the singular of class 9, as in:

K30 Luyana 9,10 ndila tindila path
ngombe tingombe  cattle
N40 Nyungwe 9,10 mvura zimvura rain

The type of formal opposition which characterizes such pairings as in Mabiha,
Luyana and Nyungwe may suggest a reanalysis which changes the former class 10
augment into an additive noun prefix, preprefixed to that of class 9. This evolution
has certainly been favoured by the CV- structure of class 10 augment, as it is
identical to the canonical structure of noun prefixes in Bantu languages. Since many
Bantu languages apply rules which delete the nasal prefix in certain environments
depending on the initial consonants of the noun stem, it is worth noticing that the
ancient class 10 augment may be the only class morpheme which is represented in
~ the noun. If examples such as

S30 Lozi 9,10 tau litau lion
kuhu likuhu hen

become numerous in gender 9, 10, the language will tend to reanalyse the
morpheme 1i < *di no longer as an augment but as a noun prefix of class 10.

It may happen then, that this new class 10 prefix acquires by analogy a
vocalic augment i - and, possibly, becomes an autonomous noun prefix of a plural
class included in a new pairing. In Zulu, for instance, the pairing 9, 10 uses the
sequences i-n+ and i-zi-n+ with readdition of an augment i- to the ancient
class 10 augment z i -, now considered to be a noun prefix. The sequence i-zi-
makes the plural of class 7, with no following nasal except when the latter is found
in the singularl. The result is:

S40 Zulu 9,10 imbuzi izimbuzi  goat
indlu izindlu house
7,8 isilo izilo thing
isifuba izifuba chest
isinkwa izinkwva bread

The same evolution can be observed in Tswana for example, where the nasal
of the class 9, 10 prefixes is directly represented with monosyllabic stems only,
though it is indirectly represented with disyllabic stems through the particular nature
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of the initial consonants. As in Zulu, the noun prefix di- of class 10 is used
without a following nasal consonant to form the plural of class 7. The results are,
for example:

S30 Tswana 9, 10 pkweé dijkwé leopard
mph3 dimph3d  gift cf. +f4 to give
qhési diqhési chief
pétss dipéts3 question cf +bétsd toask

7,10 siit3 dils thing
stfofd difdfu  blind
sidiba didiba  well

We have therefore what some Bantuists call a class 10b, that is a class whose
concords are those of class 10 but which differs from this class by the prefixal
sequence used in nominal forms. In Zulu or in Tswana, these sequences are
distinguished only by the presence versus the absence of the nasal consonant. But
Myene-Nkomi (B11e), for example, has a prefixal sequence i-n- in class 10 plural
of class 9, but a sequence i-d i~ in class 10b plural of a class which results from
the confusion of the former classes 11, 14 and 15. Besides, it is particularly
interesting to observe that a similar restructuring has occurred in a number of
languages of zone S and in the languages which belong to the subgroups B10 and
B30. Concerning zone B languages, authors such as Blanchon (1987) insist on the
fact that the pairing 11, 10 could have played an important role in the process which
led to the appearance of class 10b. The existence of a (V-)CV- sequence in class 11
could have brought about the generation, by analogy, of a prefixal sequence such as
i-d i - in the plural. This is quite possible but it must also be remarked that, in some
languages, the pairing 9, 10 may contain in itself all the elements apt to give way to
such a restructuring. This aspect cannot be neglected.

It is true that various analogical restructuring procedures happen within the
pair 11, 10, according to two opposing tendencies which coexist more or less
frequently in the same linguistic system, where they can moreover determine
variants between which the speaker hesitates. The first of the two tendencies leads
to the elision of the nasal prefix which characterizes the plural noun, and
consequently this noun shifts to class 10b. This can be observed in a pairing like:

S40 Zulu 11,10 wululimi (ulimi) izindimi language
or izilimi

The second tendency on the contrary, leads to the inclusion of a nasal prefix in the
singular noun, between the class 11 noun prefix and the nominal stem. This is
apparent, for example, in pairings like:

D10  Lengola 11,10 1lundelu ndelu beard
lungbili ngbili hair

This last case is interesting because it shows how class 11 can tend to become an
autonomous class whose additive prefix is preposed to that of another class, in a
complex prefixal sequence of the type CV-n+. The present paper comes back to this
point at a later stage.

2.3. Itisimportant to observe the procedures which have been used to maintain a
formal difference between class 9 singular nouns and class 10 plural nouns in



languages in which the augments merged into a unique vowel which is identical in
all classes (or in almost all classes).

2.3.1. Such a situation is observed, for instance, in Nyanga and in Hunde (D40
and J 50). In both languages, the augment is 4 - in all classes, with the exception of
class 5 in Nyanga. This augment still has a grammatical function since its absence
versus its presence expresses an opposition like ‘indefinite versus definite’. The
analysis of examples such as:

Class 9 Class 10 Gloss
Indefinite Definite Indefinite Definite
Nyanga | mbGra dmbira mbira dsdmbiyra | rain
ncangi dncangi ncangi dsdncangi| cloth
Hunde ngdko dngdko ngdéko 4sédngdéko | hen

shows that class 9 and class 10 nouns are identical when indefinite, but that they are
formally distinct when definite. It shows particularly that in the definite plural, the
two languages use what can be diachronically analysed as an accumulation of
augments since the prefixal sequence comprises a first unified augment 4-, a class
10 augment s i- and a second unified augment 4 which precedes the prefixal
nasal. In Ronga (S50), which also has a unified augment a-, the augment of the
nasal prefix does not appear in the class 10 form and we have for instance
atimbuti ‘goats’. Conversely, in Nyanga and in Hunde, the class 9 augment 4 - is
maintained after the ancient class 10 augment. This last morpheme is, to some
extent, analysed as an additive prefix since it is preceded by another augment 4 .
Interestingly enough, Nyanga and Hunde maintain also the 4— augment of noun
prefixes when these morphemes are preceded by diminutive prefixes of classes 12,
13 or by augmentative prefixes of classes 7, 8. As a result, we obtain:

D40 Nyanga kdmut { twamut i small tree
cédmut i bydmut { big tree

J50 Hunde kdkdbdko tvdmébdko small arm
kydkidbdko byamédbdéko big arm

One could argue that the maintenance of the augment after an additive prefix is
not frequent in Bantu languages. However, we showed elsewhere (Grégoire 1975)
that these languages, in a former stage of their evolution, probably retained the
augment of the noun prefix after an additive locative prefix. Moreover, in a number
of languages, additive prefixes (diminutive or augmentative) have a long vowel.
Consequently, a thorough study may well prove that, if in some languages the class
13 noun prefix has a vowel which is not a first or second degree rounded vowel as
would be expected from the reconstruction *t3-, it is because it has incorporated
into its own structure the vocalic augment which it preceded in a previous stage of
the evolution. This hypothesis seems to be backed up by alternations such as:

K50 Phende 12,13 gédkazi taak4z1 small wife
gédédmulimé téémilidmé small male

in which the class 13 noun prefix has a normal vowel when it is not followed by
another prefix but can have an aberrant vowel in the presence of a following prefix.
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2.3.2. Itis also important to observe how a number of languages in zones R, K
and H have reacted to the necessity of maintaining a formal distinction between
class 9 nouns and class 10 nouns. In Herero, Nkhumbi, Nyaneka, Mbundu S (R),
Kwangali (K) and in a particular variant of Mbundu N (H) spoken near Amboim, a
vocalic unified augment o- is used in almost all classes. Entirely frozen, the
augment o~ is included in the noun prefix and has no grammatical function. In
Kwangali (K), Nyaneka and Nkhumbi (R), the following forms are found:

K30 Kwangali 9,10 nzira nonzira path
mbwva nombwa dog
hihwva nohlhwa hen

R10 Nyaneka 9, 10 ongombe onongombe cattle
ofufua onofufua hen

Nkhumbi 9,10 ongolo onongolo knee
osefe onosefe trial

None of these languages has areflex *d > n and the prefixal sequence attested in
class 10 cannot therefore contain a reflex of the ancient augment *d { - proper to this
class. It seems rather that it is the sequence Augment + class 10 NP o-n- which
could have been treated as additive with regard to the class 9 homophone sequence.
In Kwangali, where, unlike what happens in zone R, the general augment o- is
latent and manifests itself only in particular syntactic contexts, we effectively obtain
ntonzira ‘with the path (cl. 9)’ and eyuvi 1imwe ly'onomfi ‘a thousand fishes
(c1.10)’. However, the augment generally does not appear after additive prefixes
as we see in: kangombe, tungombe ‘small cow(s)’, kambwa, tumbwa ‘small
dog(s)’. We may thus suppose that the representation of the class 9 augment o-
within the class 10 sequence (o )non-is due to the consonantal structure of the
two noun prefixes and hence to syllabification constraints. Furthermore, it will be
noted that examples such as

K30 Kwangali 9,10 hihwd nohiihwa hen
R10 Nyaneka 9,10 ofufua onofufua hen
11,10  oluhuki onohuki hair

show that the class 9 augment o- is kept when a rule deletes the nasal consonant

which was its original prefixal support. This procedure tends to create a class 10

prefixal sequence ( o-)no-where this augment is integrated into a (V-)CV structure.
In Herero and in Mbundu S, the pairings 9, 10 appear as follows:

R30 Herero 9, 10 ongombe ozongombe cattle

R10 MbunduS 9,10 énjila élonjila path
émbvd élombwi dog
ongombe olongombe cattle

It can be observed that in these languages, the restructuring process which reaches
the class 10 prefixal sequence is similar to the one observed in Zulu or in the
definite forms of Nyanga and Hunde. Once again, class 10 is characterized by what
can be historically analysed as an accumulation of augments. Its prefixal sequence
seems in fact to include a unified augment o-, an ancient class 10 augment *d i-,
another unified augment o - and a nasal prefix. Concerning Mbundu S for instance,
the following restructuring process is suggested:



di - n
o-1i -—0-n
o-1 -0 -n

+

o - lo - n +

Along with this restructuring process, an additive class 10 prefix o 10— is created. It
will be noted that in Mbundu S, the class 11 noun prefix is olu- so that only
the aperture degree of the second vowel allows one to distinguish the singular from
the plural in pairings 11, 10 such as:

R10 Mbundu S olumati olomati rib
olunhihi olonhihi bee
oluhwi olohwi firewood

The dialectal variant of Mbundu N (H) spoken near Amboim has a class 10 prefixal
sequence which is interesting due to the nature of its second vowel. The following
examples are quoted from da Silva Maia (1964):

H20 Mbuim 9,10 mbuli olambuli  goat
ngombe olangombe cattle
11,10 1uhwi olahwi firewood
olupaji olapaji rib

lunzwvana lanzvana  nail, claw
lukamba lakamba bird of prey (sp.)

In this prefixal sequence, the vowel a- recalls what we observed in the prefixal
sequences 4sdn+ of Nyanga and Hunde. Yet, these two languages have a
generalized augment 4 -, which is found neither in Mbundu N nor in the variant of
this language spoken in Amboim. The ultimate problem is thus to determine the
origin of the prefixal sequence (o) 1a(N)+ which tends to produce a class 10
prefixal morpheme 1a-, as it canbe observedin: 1ukamba pl.1akamba‘bird of prey
(sp)’andkanjilapl. kalan;jildsmall bird’,kasanjipl. kalasanji‘smallhen’.

Two remarks found in the descriptions lead to an interesting hypothesis.
Authors point out that in Kwangali (K) and in Mbuim (H), there are two alternating
plural forms for class 9 nouns (or for some of them). They give the following
examples:

K30 Kwangali mphuku nomphuku or vamphuku rat

nzovu nonzovu Or banzovu? elephant
ngve nongve or bangve leopard
H20 Mbuim ngombe olangombe Or angombe  cattle

The second of these alternating plural forms has a more collective meaning and uses
a prefixal sequence which comprises an additive class 2 prefix represented by a CV-
form derived from *ba- in Kwangali and by a vocalic form which resembles an
augment in Mbuim. Da Silva Maia explicitly points out that there is a clear-cut
tendency to replace the plural prefix 1a- by a—. However, the mere existence of the
sequence o 1a - indicates, on the contrary, that the class 2+9 plural form is probably
ancient and that the vowel a- is in fact included in a prefixal sequence which
multiplies additional augments and which is hence similar to those observed in
zones K and R. Therefore, the prefixal sequence attested here probably comprises a
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unified augment o-, a reflex of the ancient class 10 augment *d i -, an ancient class
2 augment now considered to be a prefix, and a nasal prefix. It seems to be the
result of a restructuring such as:

di - n + gombe

0-1i —0o-n+gombe or a - n + gombe

o - 1li -—a-n+ gombe
o-1 —a-n+ gombe

o - la - n + gombe

As in other languages, the nasal prefix can be deleted in some nouns. The same
holds for the augment o-, even if da Silva’s description does not allow a clear
statement of the conditions in which this morpheme is deleted. Hence the class 10
prefixal sequence can be reduced to 1a-, as can be observed for example in the
pairing 1ukamba, lakamba 11, 10 ‘bird of prey (sp.)’.

2.4. To summarize, the data examined up to now show, on the one hand, how a
class 10b - whose noun prefix is the ancient CV- augment of the reconstructed class
10 - can be progressively created. The existing asymmetry between the singular in
class 9 and the plural in class -10 together with the total homophony which
characterizes the prefixes of the two classes can lead to the treatment of the class 10
augment as an additive noun prefix to which a new vocalic augment.has been
preprefixed As a result we have, (where = marks the boundary of what is
reanalyzed as an additive noun prefix) :

cl.9 n + CVCV cl. 10 di - n + CVCV
cl.10+9 di = n + CVCV
i-di = n + CVCV

On the other hand, when the language has a unified vocalic augment, the pre-
prefixation of the new V-CV- sequence of class 10 can occur before a prefixal nasal
of class 9 with its augment or before an alternating plural of class 2+9, the prefixal
sequence of which is a—-n+. The result is:

cl. 10 Aug. cl. 10NP NP or Augment cl. 9 NP
o- li- o—, a— n+
The additive class 10 noun prefix can then incorporate into its own structure the

vocalic prefix or the vocalic augment before which it appears, to the detriment of its
original vowel, as in the following:

Vi - CV2 - Vi - n+ or Vi - CVo - V3 - n+
Vi -IC - Vll - n+ Vi - IC - V3l- n +
Vi - CVi - n+ Vi - CV3 - n+

- olo(n)+ -> ola(n)+



3. The aberrant forms of the class 11 noun prefix

3.1. Languages in which class 11 noun prefixes are characterized by an aberrant
vowel no longer have an augment as such. Generally, they nonethéless contain
numerous traces of this morpheme. For instance, they not infrequently have an
alternation between a CV- form and a V- form of the noun prefix, the choice
between these two allomorphs depending on the structure of the following stem and
on the nature of its initial segment. The alternation between them seems to be due to
the fact that the former V-CV- prefixal sequence has been reduced to the vocalic
augment when it preceded a stem with an initial consonant, but to the CV- prefix
when it preceded a stem with an initial vowel or, in certain languages, a
monosyllabic stem. In such systems where the choice between the V- and the CV-
allomorphs of the noun prefixes depends on the nature of the following segment,
one mightexpect that an additive prefix, which is most of the time preposed to the V-
allomorph of the noun prefix, would be frozen in a CV- form which is then
generalized. In Koyo for instance, where all noun prefixes other than n+ have a
vocalic representation before stems with an initial consonant and before nasal
prefixes, it is remarkable that the class 11 noun prefix has a constant form 1 e- and
that it is the only noun prefix in the system which has no vocalic allomorph. So we
have:

C20 Koyo 1,2 moro baro person
mwéna bédna child
okondzi akondzi chief
ngubd angubd hippopotamus

11, 10 1ekéni kéni firewood
lembdndzi mbdndzi rib

Similarly in the B20 languages, where the vocalic representations of noun prefixes
are not rare in singular classes, the class 11 noun prefix has a V- structure only in
those languages where it is characterized by a rounded vowel reflecting the
reconstructed vowel. But in all the languages in which its vowelis i, e, ¢ ora, it
has the CV- structure which can be expected if it were previously preposed to a
vowel. Thus we have3:

B20 Kota jhtwve hawe hair
Pove 31émé 1éme language

but:
Kele dasayi sayi hair
Ngom N lédsai sdi hair
Ngom S yastayi sayi hair
Wumvu lésuyi suyi hair
Sigu 1ikdani kaani firewood
Ndasa N 1é1imi malimi language
Ndasa S 181{mi malimi language
Mahongwe 1éhuwé mahuwvé hair
Sake l1édémi médémi language
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3.2. Another general observation concerns the languages in which the class 11
prefix has a vowel which is not a regular reflex of *o-. Most of these languages
have a tendency to redistribute in gender 1, 2 the nouns which historically belong to
gender 9, 10, especially when they designate animals. Class 9 retains only nouns
designating objects and, not infrequently, these nouns make their plural with an
additive prefix preposed to the nasal prefix. Languages such as Koyo, Mboshi,
Mbaama, Fumu and all the B20 languages have completely lost the pairing 9, 10
and make the plural of class 9 nouns in class 6+n. As examples, we have:

C20 Koyo ndzié andzié path
mbéga ambdga country
B60 Mbaama ntulu antulu chest
B70 Fumu nzo manzo house
B20 Mahongwe mbéka mambéka village
Sake pkadrd mépkadry strength

In all these languages, class 10 is only associated with nouns which appear in
class 11 as well, but the same tendency is also manifest in other languages where
the class 11 noun prefix is aberrant, even when the 9, 10 pairing has not yet
completely disappeared.

On the other hand, it is important to point out that all the reviewed languages,
without exception, do have the same prefixal sequence in class 9 and in class 10
(associated with class 11). This sequence is reduced to a nasal consonant which is
deleted by rule in a high number of cases, in particular when the stem begins with a
voiceless consonant. Such rules have probably favoured the redistribution of many
class 9 nouns and, for the nouns remaining in this class, the generalisation of plural
forms with an additive class 6 prefix.

3.3. Itis also clear that in zones H, B or C, class 11 has a singulative semantic
value. This class is used to derive nouns designating single objects, the collection
of which is named as such by a corresponding noun in class 10 or in some cases in
class 6(+n). Various authors note explicitly that the so-called pairing11, 10 (or 11,
6+n) does not constitute a pairing as such, in which a singular is opposed to a
plural. For instance, when observing the situation in Mboshi where the pairing
9, 10 no longer exists, Prat (1917) writes: ‘Avec certains substantifs, le préfixe
1 e— opére une véritable soustraction pour distinguer séparément un des €léments
d’une combinaison complexe ou d’une collectivité marquée par la forme du pluriel,
plus usitée ici que le singulier’. The following translations, some of them given by
the author, can be proposed:

Cl 11 CL 10

C20 Mboshi lekoni alog koni firewood
lesue one hair sue hair
lepanda  one scabie’s pimple panda scabies

lendugu a grain of pepper ndugu pepper
lendeli onehairofabeard ndeli a beard
lengunga one hair ngunga fur

In having a collective meaning, class 10 nouns are semantically similar to singulars.
Moreover, they are formally identical to class 9 nouns and, as gender 9, 10 has
disappeared, there exist in the languages no more class 10 nouns designating
countable objects with a plural meaning. The examples above show clearly that



class 11 might easily have been reinterpreted as an autonomous class with an
additive prefix, apt to be preposed to a class 10 noun prefix, then to a class 9 noun
prefix, and later to other singular prefixes. If this first hypothesis is correct, it is
then imaginable that the additive class 11 noun prefix could have incorporated into
its own structure either the vocalic augments of class 10 and 9, or the vocalic noun
prefixes proper to other singular classes.

In order to determine the exact origin of the incorporated vowels, one should
consider the facts inherent to each particular system, which is not an easy task.
According to the languages, the same incorporated vowel can have different origins
and it should be recalled that, in zone B, the reduction of noun prefixes to simple
vowel markers has created ambiguities which favoured the migration of nouns from
one to another class or pairing. For instance, a class 11 noun prefix such as 1i-
can possibly result from the incorporation of a class 10 or 9 augment, but also from
the incorporation of a vocalic prefix belonging either to class 35, 7, 19, or even 10b.
A lot of work is thus still to be done in order to check the relevance of the above
hypotheses. But these are credible and two observations from the B 20 languages
seem to reinforce their plausibility. First, two languages in this group, Sigu and
Ndasa S, have multiple allomorphs for class 11 noun prefix, which differ only by
their vowel as we see in:

B20  Sigu 11,6 1ékdayi mékdayi leaf
11,8 1injédi binjédi beard
11, 10 1{kGni kddani firewood
B20 NdasaS 11,6 1iakdyi makdyi leaf
181imi malimi language
11,10 1ssuyi suyi hair
liyisi biyisi bone

It should be noted that in Sigu, 1i- is also the class 5 prefix. However, in
other languages, 1injédi and 1 ikdni belong mostly to class 11 and in Sigu, they
make their plural in class 8 and 10 respectively, which indicates rather a formal
confusion between the noun prefixes of classes 5 and 11 (or perhaps 11 + 7i-),
and not a mere reclassification of the two nouns in class 5. In Ndasa S, the prefix
of class 5 is r i -. Prefixes 13- and 11 - are analysed by Jacquot (1983) as class 13
and class 19 respectively, but this analysis seems to be misleading since the
reflex *t > 1 is not observed in the language and since achange *p > 1 is quite
impossible.

The second observation is that those B20 languages which have a class 11
noun prefix with a non-alternating a vowel are also the only ones which have kept
tangible traces of class 12 *ka-. In those languages, class 12 merged with class 7
whose prefix is a- before stems with an initial consonant and g y—- before stems
with an initial vowel. It is clear that the first allomorph belongs historically to
class 12, whereas the second one belongs historically to class 7.

Such a coincidence is not likely to have occurred by mere chance. On the
contrary the coexistence of an a- prefix in class 7 and a Ca- prefix in class 11 is
explainable if these languages were using class 11 as additive with regard to
class 12 to express such meanings as ‘only one little piece of..” and if this additive
use led later to the appearance of a frozen Ca- form. Consistently the Ca - form is
not attested in those B20 languages which have completely lost class 12.
Furthermore, the existence of a link between class 11 and the merger of classes 7
and 12 seems to be confirmed by the Teke variant described by Fontaney (1984) where
the class 7 prefix is alternatively ga— or g e~ and the class11 prefixis la- or le-.
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4. Conclusions

So far we have shown that :

1. The structural asymmetry between both terms of a pairing offers the possibility
of a reanalysis according to which the CV- prefix appearing initially within one of
the two terms is interpreted as the prefix of an autonomous class.

2. An additive prefix (which might have had this status originally or have acquired
it by restructuring) can be preposed to a noun whose prefix has maintained its
vocalic augment or has itself acquired a V- structure.

3. The additive prefix can then allow incorporation of the following vowel (let it be
an augment or a prefix) into its own structure, to the detriment of its original
vowel.

4. By a restructuring which occurs in the pairing 11, 10, the class 11 noun prefix
can be reanalysed as an additive prefix which is preposed to the class 10 prefix.

5. In languages where the pairing 9, 10 has disappeared or has a tendency to
disappear, a class 10 noun associated with a class 11 noun acquires a collective
meaning, similar to the meaning of a class 9 singular noun, from which it is no
longer formally distinct.

6. The singulative meaning of class 11 agrees easily with the status of an
autonomous class, whose prefix is additive with regard to class 10 collective nouns.
7. Many of the languages, which show an aberrant vowel in their class 11 prefix
have two allomorphs for their noun prefixes: a V- allomorph which is represented
before the nasal prefix or before consonant-initial stems, and a CV- allomorph
which is represented before vowel initial stems and, in some languages, before
monosyllabic stems.

8. In these languages, the class 11 noun prefix has a constant CV- form and may be
the only one which has no V- allomorph.

Synchronically, in the languages where its vowel is aberrant, there seems to
be no reason to consider the class 11 noun prefix as an additive one. Nevertheless it
is reasonable to suppose that, in a former stage of the evolution, it has been
reanalysed as such and preposed first to the prefix of class 10, then to that of class
9, and later to those of other singular classes.

Being mostly used in prevocalic position, it could have retained its CV-
structure and could have incorporated the following vowel. This process could have
created frozen representations which are characterized by variable vowels and may
not be unaccounted by a regular phonological change.

Notes

1. In Zulu, zi- is the regular reflex of *di-.It cannot be a reflex the class
8 noun prefix *bti-since *b > z only if followed by a sequence ..iV.. .So we
have: *+biad-‘to give birth’> +za1-, but *+b im- ‘to swell’ > +vim-.

2. The class 2 noun prefix of Kwangali is noted to be va- by Dammann
(1957) but ba- by Westphal (1958).

3. All the cited forms are from Jacquot (1983). They are reproduced as such,
even if the word for ‘language’ in Pove is to be corrected as o 1 éme (R. Mickala,
personal communication).In addition, the alternation between @ and 44 in the Sigu
words for ‘firewood’ does not seem to be normal. It will be noticed that in Ngom
S, y seems to be one of the reflexes for *d.



References

Blanchon, J.A. 1987. ‘Les classes 9, 10 et 11 dans Ie groupe bantou B40’, Pholia
2, 5-22, Lyon: Université Lumiére-Lyon II.

Blanchon, J.A. 1991. ‘Le pounou (B43), le mpongwe (B11 a)et I’hypothése
fortis / lenis’, Pholia 6, 49-83, Lyon: Université Lumiére-Lyon II.

Dammann, E. 1957. Studien zum Kwangali - Grammatik, Texte, Glossar, Hamburg:
Cram-De Gruyter.

da Silva Maia, A. 1964. Ligoes de grammatica de Quimbundo (Portugués e Banto).
Dialecto Omumbuim, Luanda.

Fontaney, V.L. 1984. ‘Notes towards a description of Teke (Gabon)’, Pholia 1,
47-70, Lyon: Université Lumiére-Lyon II.

Grégoire, Cl. 1975. Les locatifs en bantou, Tervuren: Annales du Musée royal de
I’ Afrique Centrale n° 83.

Herbert, R.K. 1977. ‘Prefix restructuring, lexical representation and the Bantu
noun’, Studies in African Linguistics, Supplement 7, 105-111, Los Angeles:
University of California.

Hyman, L.M. 1980. ‘Reflections on the nasal classes in Bantu’, in L.M. Hyman
(éd.):Noun classes in the Grassfields Bantu Borderland, 179-210,Southern
California Occasional Papers in Linguistics, n° 8, Los Angeles: University
of Southern California.

Jacquot, A. 1983. Les classes nominales dans les langues bantoues des groupes
B0, B20, B30 (Gabon, Congo), Paris: ORSTOM.

Meeussen, A.E. 1967. ‘Bantu Grammatical Reconstructions’, Africana Linguistica
I, 79-121, Tervuren: Musée royal de I’ Afrique Centrale.

Prat, J. 1917. Grammaire mbochie et dictionnaire. Riviére Alima, Congo frangais,
Brazzaville: Mission Catholique.

Westphal, E.O.J. 1958. Kwangari : an index of lexical types, London: School of
Oriental and African Studies.



