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PREFACE

This volume represents the second Americanist Special Session associated with
BLS and thereby also the beginning of the second trio of Special Sessions devoted
to the areas of areal specialization at Berkeley (the Americas, Africa, and Southeast
Asia). We hope that the readership will find the papers enjoyable and useful.

There are many people who should be thanked for their support in various aspects
of the production of this volume. First, thanks are due to Rich Rhodes, who first
suggested the topic for the Special Session over lunch one Friday at the Survey,
and to the members of the Survey who batted the idea around and filled in the
details. Laura Buszard-Welcher and Bill Weigel are to be thanked for extensive
advice on the logistics of the Special Session itself. Others who helped in various
ways include Hal Brightcloud, Dave Costa, Mirjam Fried, Leanne Hinton, Jean-
Pierre Koenig, Pam Morgan, Laurel Sutton, and Lionel Wee. Josh Guenter,
Barbara Kaiser, and Cheryl Zoll, the organizers of this year’s conference, deserve
sincerest congratulations and gratitude for such a smooth weekend. Thanks also to
the participants and especially to Rich Rhodes for his opening remarks at the
Special Session. Finally, my appreciation to the Survey of California and Other
Indian Languages for much needed table space and computer facilities.

David A. Peterson



