
PROCEEDINGS OF THE TWENTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL MEETING

OF THE

BERKELEY LINGUISTICS SOCIETY

February 15-18, 2002 

SPECIAL SESSION

ON

TIBETO-BURMAN AND SOUTHEAST ASIAN LINGUISTICS

in honor of Prof. James A. Matisoff 

edited by: 

Patrick Chew 

BERKELEY LINGUISTICS SOCIETY



Berkeley Linguistics Society 

Department of Linguistics 

University of California

Berkeley, California 94720 

United States of America

All papers copyright © 2005 by the Berkeley Linguistics Society, Inc. 

All rights reserved. 

ISSN 0363-2946 

LCCN 76-640143 

Printed by:

Sheridan Books

100 N. Staebler Road

Ann Arbor, MI 48103 

ii



Table of Contents: Special Session iii
Foreword iv

Special Session 
The Central and Southern Loloish languages of Vietnam 1-13

JEROLD A. EDMONDSON

Tone and syllable structure of the Hakha (Lai-Chin) noun 15-28
LARRY HYMAN and KENNETH VANBIK

Timing tonogenesis: evidence from borrowing 29-41
MARTHA RATLIFF

Different durations of diphthongs in Thai: a new finding 43-54
RUNGPAT ROENGPITYA

Nominalization and relativization in Tibeto-Burman 55-72
SCOTT DELANCEY

Kinship and spirit terms renewed as classifiers of “animate” nouns 
and their reduced combining forms in Austroasiatic 73-86

ANNE DALADIER

Nominalization, relativization, and genitivization in Thulung Rai 87-98
AIMÉE LAHAUSSOIS

On Khumi verbal pronominal morphology 99-110
DAVID A. PETERSON

Southeast Asian features in the Munda languages: evidence for the 
analytic-to-synthetic drift of Munda 111-120

PATRICIA J. DONEGAN and DAVID STAMPE

Parallel innovations and coincidence in linguistic areas: on a bi-
clausal extent/result construction of mainland Southeast Asia 121-128

N.J. ENFIELD

Classifier systems and noun categorization devices in Burmese 129-148
ALICE VITTRANT

Contact produced variation in the Tsat of Hainan 149-164
GRAHAM THURGOOD

iii



Foreword

The editor would like to first and foremost tender respectful apologies to not only the 

authors of the articles in this issue, but also to the readership that has probably been 

thrown off by the delay in publication. The editor assumes full responsibility for any and 

all typographical errors found in the typesetting of this issue. 

This issue of the Proceedings of the Special Session of the 28th Annual Meeting of the 

Berkeley Linguistics Society finds its roots and inspiration in the pioneering and prolific 

contributions made by Professor James A. Matisoff, who is now at the time of publication 

Emeritus faculty. The articles found in this issue present a wide range of topics on the 

broad languages and linguistics of Mainland Southeast Asia, many of which are of the 

Tibeto-Burman family.

James A. Matisoff is Professor Emeritus of Linguistics at UC 

Berkeley. His chief research interests include Southeast Asian 

languages (especially Tibeto-Burman and Tai), Chinese, Japanese, 

field linguistics, Yiddish studies, historical semantics, psycho-

semantics, language typology, and areal linguistics. He is 

considered one of the world's foremost authorities on Southeast 

Asian Linguistics. 

After having first taught at Columbia University (1966-69), he joined the Berkeley 

faculty in 1970. He has conducted fieldwork on Lahu and other Tibeto-Burman

languages in Thailand (1965-66, 1970, 1976-77, 1985, 1991) and China (1983, 1984, 

1991). He is a former editor of the journal, Linguistics of the Tibeto-Burman Area, and is 

principal investigator of the Sino-Tibetan Etymological Dictionary and Thesaurus 

(STEDT) project, which has been supported by NSF and NEH since 1987. He is author 

of The Grammar of Lahu; Variational Semantics in Tibeto-Burman; Blessings, Curses,

Hopes, and Fears: Psycho-ostensive Expressions in Yiddish; The Dictionary of Lahu, and 

Handbook of Proto-Tibeto-Burman: System and Philosophy of Sino-Tibetan 

Reconstruction.

It is with great honor and pleasure that the editor presents this volume of articles 

honoring Prof. Matisoff. The editor would also like to include his own personal gratitude 

for the innumerous advice, guidance, and support Prof. Matisoff has shown over the years 

as mentor and advisor. 

Patrick Chew, vol. editor 
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