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Abstract. Relative to the under-analyzed West African language Emai, we describe
a system of underlying tones and syllabic segments. They surface as co-exponents to
characterize mood. At the underlying level we propose a predicative complex in
which tones and segmental forms contrast to distinguish categories of mood that
identify the reality status of clausal information, i.e. actualized vs. non-actualized.
Actualized status is determined by a two-tone predicative complex: high low{ " "L}
or low high {"* "H}. These tones associate to segmental material that is lexically
toneless. Subject segments on the left of the tonal component express temporal dis-
tance while segments to its right convey non-future tense (past, present). Non-
actualized status is conveyed by a predicative complex with either a high {"" } or
low {""} tone for grammatical subject. Contrasting with subject tone is the lexical
tone of segments conveying non-tense moods. Overall, the system of predicative
complexes characterizes the mood types indicative, imperative, interrogative, sub-
junctive, and negative. We conclude that this system reflects mood prominence and
relates to mood as indicator of clause type rather than speech-act type. In addition,
this system bears on tono-exodus in which position-grounded syntagmatic tonal pat-
terns come to dominate over paradigmatic tonal contrasts, leading to significant
prosodic changes and eventually to tonal loss.
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1. Introduction. Confusion surrounds the grammatical category mood and its history (Auwera
and Aguiliar 2016). Today, some reject it as a theoretical construct (Van Valin and La Polla
1997); others view it as a type of verbal inflection within modality (Bybee et al. 1994, Palmer
2001). Using a broader cross-linguistic brush, Mordashova and Plungian (2020) claim that mood
expression is predominantly segmental, with suprasegmental expression possible but infrequent
and limited to non-indicatives.

In response to such claims about mood, we undertake an assessment of clausal types for no-
tional mood categories in Emai of south-central Nigeria. It is a member of the Edoid group and
the Benue Congo family within the Niger Congo phylum (Williamson and Blench 2000). Our
data derive from dictionary, grammar, and text collection projects that we undertook over a
number of years (Schaefer and Egbokhare 1999, 2007, 2017). We employ data from these
sources to show that mood expression in Emai cannot be determined without access to the supra-
segmental feature tone and that tonal expression of mood is not limited to non-indicatives.

2. Background. Mood is not a term frequently used in descriptions of African languages. In its
place we find various terms, mnemonic phrases, and analytic strategies.
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One of the most widely used mnemonic devices derives from the extensive crosslinguistic
investigations of inflection by Anderson (2011, 2016). He analyzed STAMP morph construc-
tions, where STAMP stands for subject, tense, aspect, mood, and polarity. With the inclusion of
subject pronouns, he formulated a typology to characterize the locus of inflection relative to
STAMP units and clausal verbs. Essentially, his typology asks where in a clause do we find in-
flectional properties of a typical grammatical subject (e.g. person, number, gender) combined
with inflectional categories such as tense, aspect, mood, or polarity. There are five possible com-
binations, with four being basic. The locus may be an auxiliary unit (including subject pronoun),
a lexical verb, or auxiliary and verb, either repeated on both or distributed asymmetrically across
the two. In large sections of West Africa this typology informs the prevalence of preverbal port-
manteau morphs.

The word mood appears in this mnemonic strategy as an inflectional category at the same
level as tense, aspect, polarity, and subject. Our question: What principles govern how these cat-
egories might combine? For example, can subject and tense combine without mood? Can tense
and polarity combine without aspect? Can mood occur without either tense, aspect, polarity, or
subject? In other words, are there any hierarchical relations among STAMP units in addition to
their linear relations?

Another term, widely used among linguists working on West Africa’s Mande languages, is
Personal Predicative Marker or Pronominal Auxiliary (Vydrin 2011). It is a morphemic amalgam
that consists of a subject personal pronoun and a TAM-Polarity marker. In clausal structure, a
Pronominal Auxiliary is a word-level unit unattached to a verb. Again, mood is mentioned as one
inflectional element of TAM, but its syntactic relation to clause type has received little attention.

Also within the Mande linguistic tradition, we find the simpler but earlier term Predicative
Marker. It refers to a class of morphemes that are positioned between the nominal subject and the
verbal phrase. As noted by Bearth (1995), Predicative Marker exponents encompass tense-aspect
notions and affirmative-negative polarity. According to Creissels (2023), Predicative Markers are
a kind of auxiliary often found immediately after the subject noun phrase. They are a special
class of grammatical words or clitics with a fixed position that interacts with TAM suffixes on
the verb, some of which may have the same grammatical value as the Predicative Marker. Of
special note is that deletion of a clausal Predicative Marker results in either ungrammaticality or
changes in TAM-polarity.

A very different approach to mood obtains in Bantu language studies. An early study of
southern Bantu by Doke (1935) identified eight distinct moods. They were imperative, indica-
tive, subjunctive, potential, conditional, infinitive, participial, and contingent. These terms for
different mood types have been applied extensively to the southernmost Bantu languages. But as
pointed out by Nurse and Devos (2022), studies of the Bantu agglutinative verbal word reveal a
proliferation of terms attached to a single element of meaning, a precarious condition for cross-
linguistic investigations in sub-Saharan Africa. Perhaps to provide some stability, investigators
turned to Meeussen (1967), who proposed a multi-slot clausal template to assemble units of in-
flectional and derivational material that have like-meanings.

INITIAL-SUBJECT-NEGATIVE-TA-OBJECT# ROOT-EXTENSION-FINAL-SUFFIX

The Meeussen template has been revised and expanded by Nurse and associates (2003, 2008,
2018, 2022). There is a FINAL slot and a subsequent SUFFIX slot that store a small, closed class of
forms that bear on mood and aspect, although grammaticalization has now led to the inclusion of
tense and negation. Following Hengeveld (2004), Nurse and associates define mood as an over-
arching concept that encompasses illocution and modality. The latter refers to expressions



characterized in terms of possibility and necessity. [llocution refers to types of speech acts such
as optative, directive, imperative, jussive, hortative, and prohibitive. To express these illocution-
ary types, Bantu relies on a Final slot suffix -a to convey imperative mood and suffix -e to
express subjunctive mood. Although declarative is infrequently mentioned, it is implied in dis-
cussions of slot TA (tense-aspect) and typically is marked by suffix -a in slot Final.

Given these different approaches to mood, there is much to pick from. For our study, we
tend to follow the basic mood distinctions laid out in Nikolaeva (2016), also found in Allan
(2006). Nikolaeva views sentence mood as a conventional indicator of illocutionary force. It is a
grammatical device for the specification of illocutionary act types. A concept associated with this
device is notional mood, the collection of form types at sentence level that serve as vehicles for
speech acts such as directives, requests, etc. One can then recognize relations between a mood
type and its typical illocutionary force: declaratives are prototypical assertions, imperatives are
best for directives, and interrogatives for asking questions, etc. Consequently, the contributions
of mood and illocutionary force (speech acts) to sentence meaning at the semantic level can be
separated.

An additional dimension of grammatical mood discussed by Nikolaeva concerns reality sta-
tus, i.e. realis vs. irrealis. This dimension pertains to actualized vs. non-actualized states of
affairs. Realis deals with factual statements and positive beliefs. Irrealis concerns imagined or
hypothetical situations, an element of reality that is not observable.

3. Tone and mood expression. In African linguistic studies it is not uncommon for tonal
and segmental exponents of a morpheme to be described from their individual perspectives. Most
often this has placed segmental forms at the center of discussion, with tonal changes of different
types advanced to account for surface level prosody: addition of a tone to an existing tone, re-
placement of a tone by another, deletion of a tone, or insertion of a tone where there was no pre-
existing tone. Our presentation centers on the latter strategy, the insertion of tone on a segmental
element which in the lexicon lacks tonal expression, although other conditions of tonal change
are also included.

Emai is a basic SVO language with grammatical and lexical tone as well as minimal seg-
mental inflection. Like other Edoid varieties (Amayo 1975, 1976), subject pronoun clitics in the
Emai lexicon are toneless, as are verbs. Verbs receive an initial layer of tone from a suffix that
expresses viewpoint aspect (high tone -7 for the perfective vs. floating low tone -'* for the imper-
fective). Mood-expressing clitics are not uniformly toneless in the lexicon; non-future tense
clitics (past, present) are toneless, remaining mood clitics are not. Regardless of lexical tone,
pronominal and mood clitics combine to articulate a surface-level system of mood expression.
They do so via a structural element we refer to as a predicative complex.

A predicative complex in Emai consists of tone and segmental forms, some of the latter
evincing tone in the lexicon and others not. At its underlying level, a predicative complex has a
component that consists of either two tones or a single tone. The two-tone structures are high low
{1 LY or low high {" "}, The single tone structures are high { "'} or low { ' }. Position of
tone in the component determines its direction of association to a segmental morpheme. When
the component is exclusively two tone, left tone associates leftward to a subject pronoun (or sub-
ject index when the clausal subject is lexical) and right tone associates rightward to a non-subject
segmental morpheme. When a single tone defines the component, the tonal element associates
leftward to the subject pronoun (or subject index). Accompanying mood clitics retain their lexi-
cal tone. Regardless of tonal structural type at the underlying level, tonal polarity governs the
predicative complex at the surface level.



The tonal and segmental elements of the Emai predicative complex identify five primary
mood patterns: indicative, imperative, interrogative, subjunctive, and negative. Structural type of
the tonal component varies according to a semantic realis/irrealis dimension. Realis moods like
the indicative and interrogative display a two-tone component that obligatorily contrasts as { !
"L or {"F "M} in addition to a toneless non-future tense clitic. In the predicative complex for irre-
alis moods, i.e. imperative, subjunctive, and negative, a single tone { ‘™' } or { 'L} contrasts with
the tone provided by a non-tense mood clitic. The predicative complex thus articulates a system
of tonal and syllabic elements that combine to identify mood type.

To approximate tonal effects in a clause, we employ a four-tier representational scheme: sur-
face forms within brackets [x], underlying forms within forward slashes /x/ followed by an
interlinear gloss line, and English translation. Through tier representations we will attempt to
show how the Emai predicative complex articulates a system of tonal and syllabic elements that
combine to express mood.

3.1 PREDICATIVE COMPLEX FOR MOODS. We turn now to the predicative complex and its tonal
articulation for each Emai primary mood type. Indicative for the non-future employs a { " '} or
(" "1 tonal component, where left tone associates to subject pronoun and marks temporal dis-
tance (proximal vs. distal), while right tone links to a non-future tense clitic (past, present). In
examples (1-2), the feature distal characterizes (1a) and (2a), while the feature proximal shows in
(1b) and (2b)

(1) a.[>3 ) dume éma |
/9 (Hh o) dume-'t éma /
3SG  DST:IND PRS pound-IPFV yam
‘She pounds yam.’
b. [9 3 dume éma |
/9 (L' o) dume-'t éma /
3SG  PRX:IND PRS pound-IPFV yam
‘She is pounding yam.’
2) a. [} tdtimé éma |
/2 (i %) dume-i éma /
3SG  DST:IND PST pound-PFV yam
‘She pounded yam.’
b.[2 damée éma |
/2 (Lo %) dume-i éma /
3G PRX:IND PST pound-PFV yam
‘She has pounded yam.

With respect to the future, indicative employs a high {1} or low{'"} predicative complex, where
each of the different tone types associates to a subject pronoun. In addition, these tone types dis-
tinguish contrasting values for temporal distance, i.e. proximal being low vs. distal being high.
Adjacent to the predicative complex and its tone values is the tense clitic for the future, which is
invariably marked by high tone, /5 in (3a-b).

3) a.[3 15 dumé é¢ma ]
/2 {h 15 dume-i éma /
3G DST:IND FUT  pound-PFV yam
‘She will pound yam.’



b. [o 15 dumé éma |
/2 {1 15 dume-i éma /
3SG  PRX:IND FUT  pound-PFV yam
‘She is about to pound yam.’

We note in passing that in (3) the initial syllable of the verb (or any auxiliary element in verb
phrase initial position) lowers. It does so due to a prohibition on a sequence of high tones across
the phrase boundary between the predicative phrase and the verb phrase. We can embed this pro-
hibition in the rule H — L / H]pp vp[ . This same lowering pattern is found with not only
indicative future, but also with the imperative and the subjunctive.

The two non-indicative moods, imperative and subjunctive, employ distinct tonal patterns in
their respective predicative complex. Imperative showsa high tone {"' }. This high links to a
second person pronoun, either va in the plural or @ in the singular.

(4) a. [va dumé dli éma |
/ va {1 dume-i Sli éma/
2PL  IMP pound-PFV ART yam
“You all pound the yam.’
b. [ dumé dli éma ]
/D ("1 dume-i Sli éma/
2SG  IMP pound-PFV ART yam
‘Pound the yam.’

The subjunctive exhibits a contrasting tonal pattern. In its predicative phrase, subjunctive exhib-
its {"L'} tone. It links to the subject pronoun or, when the subject is lexical, to a subject index. To
the right of the low tone is hortative marker 7 with high tone (5).
5 [»d i dumée éma |
/o {FYy 1 dume-i éma /
3SGSBJV HOR pound-PFV yam
‘She should pound yam.’

Predicative complexes that characterize indicative mood also characterize interrogatives, alt-
hough in their tone use information questions are more selective than polar questions. Yes/no
polar questions utilize a {"# "} or {** "M} tonal component for the respective present and past
tense values shown in (6) and (7). Polar interrogative clauses are not distinguished from indica-
tive clauses by a segmental mark. Instead, they retain the canonical order of elements found in
indicatives but at a higher pitch register.

6) a. [d ) dume éma ]
/2 (i ) dume-'t éma /
3SG  DST:IND PRS pound-IPFV yam
‘Does she pound yam?’
b.[d ) dume éma ]
/2 L ) dume-'t éma /
3G PRX:IND PRS pound-IPFV yam

‘Is she pounding yam?’



(7) a. [3 tdimé éma |

/2 (i ©  dume-i éma /
3SG DSTINT  PST pound-PFV yam
‘Did she pound yam?’

b. [d dumé éma |

/9 L g dume-i éma /

38G PRX:INT  PST pound-PFV yam
‘Has she pounded yam?’

For the future interrogative, as already seen in the indicative, the predicative complex consists of
a {"} or {''} tone followed by the future mark /5 with high tone (8).

8 a[d 15 dumé éma |
/2 {H 15 dume-i éma /
3SG  DST:INT FUT pound-PFV yam
‘Will she pound yam?’
b.[o 15 dumé éma |
/2 ' 15 dume-i éma /
3G PRX:INT FUT pound-PFV yam

‘Is she about to pound yam?’

Despite their syntactic similarity to indicatives, polar interrogatives reveal a distinct semantic
property. They diverge from indicatives in their acceptance of epistemic modality particles that
express a dubitative meaning. Dubitative forms reflect contrasting degrees of doubt regarding the
veracity of the situation in their clause. The strong dubitative form bia and the weak dubitative
form vba are found only in constructions with a polar interrogative mood. These modal forms
never appear in indicatives.

Dubitative bia expresses a strong measure of doubt (SDUB) regarding clausal truth (9).

©) [5 Ibia ¢ 3 émae ]
/5 (HL bia e 3 émae/
3SG DST:INT PST:SDUB eat-PFV ART food

‘Did she actually eat the food?” (I am highly skeptical)

Dubitative vba expresses a weaker measure of doubt (WDUB) regarding clausal truth, as
suggested by (10).

(10) [5 lvba ¢ 5li  émae |
/9 (i vba e-i dli  émae/
3SG DST:INT PST:WDUB eat-PFV ART food

‘Did she really eat the food?” (I am doubtful)

Information interrogatives are more constrained in their mood expression. They utilize the
tonal format { " **} in their predicative complex with non-future tense elements (11a-b). These
tones associate to subject and tense elements for past and present. The predicative complex for
future is again limited to {"! }, which associates to subject pronoun, and immediately precedes
the future clitic marker /5 in (11c¢). Information questions are exclusively expressed by a predica-
tive complex where the tense value is distal, not proximal. A quite similar limitation is also
evident in contrastive focus constructions.



(11) a [émé 3 > ¢]

/émé o {HLy o5 el
what 3SG DST:INT PRS eat-IPFV
‘What does he eat?’
b. [é'bé 5 Y é dli émag ]
/é'bé o {Hoh g e-1 dli émae/

how 3SG DST:INT PST:MAN eat-PFV ART food
‘How did he eat the food?’
c. [é'mé 3 15 ¢
/émé o {H} 15 e-i/
what 3SG DST:INT FUT eat-PFV
‘What will he eat?’

Single tone predicative markers are not confined to affirmative clauses. Negative indicatives
employ predicative marker {"" }. It links to a subject pronoun or a subject index marker when
the subject is lexical. Following the subject and expressing negation, there is a position filled by
one of three segmental clitics. All have low tone (12a-c). These clitics differ in their semantic
range: 7 for proximal temporal reference (e.g. proximal past and proximal present), ya for distal
temporal reference (distal past and distal present), and xa for future temporal reference, whether
distal or proximal.
(12) a. [d i dume dli  éma |
/o {HMy i dume-'t dli  éma/
3SG NEG PRX pound-IPFV ART yam
‘She has not pounded / is not pounding the yam.’
b. [9 ya  dume dli  éma ]
/o {MY ya  dume-t dli  éma/
3SG NEG DST pound-IPFV ART yam
‘She never roasted / roasts the yam.’
c. [9 xa  dume dli  éma ]
/o {HM)} xa  dume-'t dli  éma/
3SG NEG FUT pound-IPFV ART yam
‘She will not roast / is not about to roast the yam.’

Likewise, the negative imperative (NIMP) employs a high tone { } predicative complex. The
high tone associates to a segmental second person subject pronoun, whether singular or plural.
The predicative element that follows the pronoun is negative imperative (or prohibitive) clitic e
with low tone (13a-b).
(13) a. [¢ € dumé dli  éma ]
/e {(Hy ¢ dume-i dli  éma/
2SG NEG NIMP pound-PFV ART yam
‘Don’t (you) pound the yam.’
b. [va € dumé dli  éma]
fva {MY ¢  dumei 3l éma/
2PL NEG  NIMP pound-PFV ART yam
‘Don’t (you all) pound the yam.’



3.2MOOD IN EMBEDDED COMPLEMENTS. Mood in Emai is not limited to main clauses. It is also
expressed in clauses that embed as arguments to a main clause verb.

Emai exhibits embedded sentence (S)-complements and verb phrase (VP)-complements. S-
complements exhibit three types based on complementizer form: indicative (IND) k#i, condition-
al (COND) si, and subjunctive (SBJV) /i. Each indicates a different kind of commitment by the
speaker to the veracity of the complement event: fully committed kki, conditionally committed
si, or non-committed /i. Each is illustrated in (14).

14) a [5 Ieé ¢ khi oje ¢ S émae
j
Jo (ML g e khi oj¢ {F M ed 5 émae/

3SG DST:IND PST:CONC say:PFV IND Oje PRX:IND PST:eat-PFV ART food
‘She said that Oje has eaten the food.’

b. [5 I ¢ si o ¢ 3l émae ]
Jo (ML g e s o UMy e S émae/

3SG DST:IND PST:CONC say:PFV COND Oje PRX:IND PST:eat-PFVART food
‘The woman asked whether Oje has eaten the food.’

c. [ bré £ i 6jé ¢ Sli  émae ]
/o {HL g ei 1L oje {N1 (@) e Bli émas/

3SG DST:IND PST:CONC say:PFV SBIV Oje SBJV HOR eat-PFV ART food
‘The woman said that Oje should eat the food.’

Among complement types, subjunctive /i manifests a unique relationship with the predicative
elements hortative 7 and grammatical subject. With a subject that is pronominal, /i complement
clauses display hortative 7 (15a). With a subject that is lexical, the /i complement has no hortative
mark at surface level, as in (15b). Also to be noted is that the high tone of the /i complement
overrides the otherwise expected low tone of the pronoun o preceding hortative 7.
(15) a. [9 bré € li ) i ¢ oli émae ]
/o {HI re e-i 1i o {1} i e-1 dli émae/
3SG DST:IND PST:CONC say:PFV SBJV he SBJV HOR eat:PFV ARTfood
‘She said that he should eat the food.’

b. [5 bé ¢ i 6jé o ¢ i émae ]
/o {HL g e i ooje (L} i e 3l émae /

3SG DST:IND PST:CONCsay:PFV SBJV Oje SBJV HOR eat:PFV ART food
‘The woman said that Oje should eat the food.’

Emai also shows verb complements that have the form of an information interrogative, i.e.
indirect question (IQ) complements. They are framed by information question words such as
étbé ‘how’ and é'mé ‘what’ in (16). Their predicative complexes follow the basic pattern of main
clause interrogatives since they are limited to { " L},

16) a [ Iré ¢ &'bé ojé i ¢ 3 émae
j
[o {HL o e éhbe oje MLy e Sl émae/

3SG DST:IND PST:CONC say:PFV how Oje DST:INT PST:MAN eat-PFV ART food
‘She asked how did Oje eat the food.’

b. [5 b ¢ émé  6jé lei ]
Jo (L ogg e ¢meé oje LMLy e /

3SG DST:IND PST:CONC say:PFV what Oje DST:INT PST:eat-PFV
‘She asked what did Oje eat.’



c. [ bré £ émé  6jé 5 e
/o {H I g e-i é¢mé oj¢ (MY 15 e/
3SG DST:IND PST:CONC say:PFV what Oje DST:INT FUT eat-PFV
‘She asked what will Oje eat.’

A VP-embedded complement exhibits a distinct construction type. Its embedded structure has no
subject at surface level; consequently, it engages a switch subject condition whereby the direct
object of the matrix verb also serves as logical subject of the complement clause. The tone of this
logical subject is incorporated into the imperative mood pattern. It exhibits a surface-level high
tone (Jjé) in contrast to a lexical low tone (ojé).

(17) 1[5 by ¢ 8jé & 5 émae ]
Jo (ML g e oje MY e 1 émae/

3SG DST:AIND PST:CONC tell:PFV Oje IMP eat:PFV ART food
‘The woman told Oje to eat the food.’

S-complements, IQ-complements and VP-complements vary in their expression of negation.
Proximal negation 7 appears in S-complements headed by khi and si, 18a and 18b, respectively.
Proximal negation is prohibited in /i complements, [Q-complements, and VP-complements.

(18) a. [5 b ¢ khi oj¢ i e 5l émaé ]
/o {HL g e khi oj¢ i {M} i e 3l émae/

3SG DST:IND PST:CONC say:PFV IND Oje SI NEG PRX eat:IPFV ART food
‘She said that Oje has not eaten the food.’

b. [5 ¢ ¢ si oje i e Sl émaé ]
/o {MLy g e siooje i {Myi el 5l émae/

3SG DST:IND PST:CONC say:PFV COND Oje SI NEG PRX eat:IPFV ART food
‘She asked whether Oje has not eaten the food.’

Relative clauses also reveal limited access to predicative complex tonal values and thus mood
expression. Relative clauses in Emai show a head position followed by a clause containing a
constituent co-referential with the head. Head position exponents are either lexical nouns or a
relative pronoun (singular 5/7, plural é/7). A lexical noun requires the particle /i, a linker
morpheme found in relative clauses and adjectival phrases. It obligatorily follows the relative
clause head, 6kpodso in (19). Like most postnominal modifiers, relative clauses induce high tone
spread on their head noun (e.g. grammatical 6kposo rather than lexical okposo).

Relative clauses limit predicative complex constituents much as information interrogatives
do. Relative clauses permit distal past, distal present, and distal future, each of which shows a
subject pronoun with high tone (19a-c). Relative clauses do not allow a low tone subject pro-
noun, as would be found with proximal past, proximal present, or proximal future.

(19) a. [ 0kposd 1i 5 lzawé it awa udo ]
[ okposod 1li o (MM @ zawo-i {M'L}y @ fi-i awa udo /
woman R 3SG DST:IND PST see-PFV DST:IND PST hit-PFV dog stone
‘A woman whom he saw hit a dog with a stone.’
b. [ 0kpdso i 3 5 zawo Ui awa udo ]
[ 6kposo 1i o {ML 5 zawo-b (LY @ fig awa 1do /
woman R 3SG DST:IND PRS see-IPFV DST:IND PST hit-PFV dog stone
‘A woman whom he sees hit a dog with a stone.’



c. [0kposo 1 5 15 zawd ‘i awa 1do ]
/Okposd 1i o {H} 15 zawo-i {T'Ly @ fidi awa udo /
woman R 3SG DST:IND FUT see-PFV DST:IND PST hit-PFV dog stone

‘A woman whom he will see hit a dog with a stone.’

4. Discussion. We conclude that mood in Emai is not exclusively expressed at the segmental
level. It is conveyed in partnership with the suprasegmental level. In languages like Emai, seg-
mental and tonal morphemes combine at the surface level as co-exponents in the expression of
different mood types. Furthermore, suprasegmental elements in the expression of mood are not
limited to non-indicatives (or non-declaratives). In Emai, tone is fundamental to the grammatical
expression of indicatives in addition to interrogatives, imperatives, subjunctives, and negatives.

Furthermore, although one might initially view the distribution of tonal format types in the
Emai predicative complex, single-tone vs. two-tone, as reflecting a tense/non-tense distinction,
the single-tone format of the predicative complex for the indicative future suggests otherwise.
The single tone format characterizes not only the future, but the imperative, subjunctive, and
negative. These notional moods have in common their application to clausal events that are not
actualized. In this respect, they differ from the two-tone format that characterizes indicatives and
interrogatives in the past and present. The two-tone format is reserved for clausal events that are
actualized. As such, the single-tone format for the predicative complex differs from the two-tone
format in terms of its reality status.

The resulting contrastive characterizations of event actualization reflect an irrealis vs. realis
distinction within Emai notional mood types. We take it that the various semantic elements in-
terwoven in the Emai mood system is a result of a relatively recent shift in prominence from
aspect to tense, as discussed for West Africa in general by Nurse, Rose, and Hewson (2016).

Moreover, one can view the various semantic elements in Emai’s predicative complex as a
reflection of a shift to mood prominence. As discussed by Bhat (1999), prominence, mood or
otherwise, can be determined by four interrelated properties. These are grammaticalization, ob-
ligatoriness, systematicity / paradigmization, and pervasiveness. Each of these properties is
evident in the Emai mood system as it applies to main and subordinate clauses. Bhat comments
further on the interrelatedness of these properties, concluding that the most grammaticalized cat-
egory in a language would often turn out to be the most obligatory, systematic, and pervasive. In
Emai, mood has become grammaticalized to a large extent, as evidenced by the consistent as-
signment of tone, in either polar or non-polar formats, to pronominal segments. It is thus the split
exponents of grammatical categories at the underlying level, i.e. the lack of co-exponent expres-
sion, that fosters the characterization of Emai as mood prominent.

We also wish to highlight that such a split system of exponents for mood gradually disrupts
the paradigmatic origin of tonal contrasts evident in the lexicon. The split system can then foster
greater reliance on syntagmatic tonal processes (e.g. extensive reliance on tonal spread of view-
point aspect for example) and ultimately lead to tono-exodus (Ratcliff 2015, Hyman 2018).

Finally, we note that the robust combinatorial system of underlying tonal values and phono-
logical segments in the Emai predicative complex should foster further debate about mood as
speech act type vs. clause type (Aikhenvald 2010). The Emai data favor mood as a characteriza-
tion of clause types that serve as conventional indicators of speech act types.
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